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TRI-COUNTY REGIONAL
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A Letter From Our Chairman

Greetings to All Fellow Watershed Advocates & Guardians of Our Precious Water Resources,

2017 has been another exciting year in the lives of the GLRC members. In April each community/permittee was required
to reapply for their NPDES MS4 Permit Coverage. The new permit requirements were largely the same as our current
permits with the exception that those permittees that discharge to the Red Cedar River would have to comply with the
newly established Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for E. coli. The TMDL requirement has added a whole new challen-
ge to the GLRC, and as usual, the individual members will be tackling it collectively whenever possible.

Many of our members continued to be audited by MDEQ for compliance with their NPDES Permit in 2017. The audits,
although at first are a scary undertaking, provide an opportunity to refocus on and enhance our individual programs.
Better yet, the individual members share the results of the audits with the GLRC staff to provide a resource for others in
preparing for an audit and in enhancing their own programs.

Probably the most significant event affecting the GLRC in 2017 was the opportunity to work with the Tri-County Regional
Planning Commission in the interviewing and hiring of a new staff member to help shepherd the GLRC. Cliff Walls, Envi-

ronmental Sustainability Planner, has been with TCRPC since March. He has been a tremendous addition to TCRPC and

especially the GLRC. Cliff has brought many new, fresh and innovative ideas to the GLRC with enthusiasm and professio-
nalism.

Afew of the specific endeavors which Cliff has fostered are:
Redesigning the website, developing a new mobile display, and creating new materials for events
Strategizing social media outreach- increasing followers and reaching 400,000+ people with water quality messaging
Helping to spearhead a new outreach initiative to increase the public’s river stewardship within the region
Yes, now that | have finished writing this, it really has been a busy and exciting year for the GLRC and its members. But
the best is still to come. So each and every one of us must pledge to continue forging ahead for the sake of our precious
water resources- after all they have been entrusted to our care.
Sincerely,

Bob Scheuerman, City of East Lansing

2017 GLRC Chairman
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?he Basics

Who is the GLRC?

The Greater Lansing Regional Commi-
ttee for Stormwater Management is a
guiding body comprised of regulated
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer
System (MS4) communities within the
Greater Lansing Region. The commi-
ttee was established in 1999 to guide
the implementation of the stormwater
program for participating commu-
nities within the Red Cedar River,
Grand River, and Looking Glass River
watersheds. The GLRC is administered
by the Tri-County Regional Planning
Commission.

What is an MS4?

Municipal Separate Storm Sewers
Sytems (MS4s) capture runoff water
in catch basins and pipes that lead
directly to rivers, streams, and lakes
without being processed at a treat-
ment plant. Qil, pet waste, and other
pollutants “hitch a ride” with runoff
water, enter the storm system and ac-
cumulate in waterbodies. To limit po-
llution, the EPA’s Phase Il rule requires
operators of MS4s in urbanized areas
to implement programs and practices
to control polluted stormwater runoff
through the use of National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NP-
DES) permits. For permit compliance,
MS4 municipalities must meet the “six
minimum measures.”
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Minimum Control Measures

Public Participation/Involvement
Providing opportunities for citizen participation in program
development and implementation, including effectively
publicizing public hearings and/or encouraging citizen rep-
resentatives on a stormwater management panel.

Public Education
Distributing educational materials and performing outreach to
inform citizens about the impacts polluted stormwater runoff
discharges can have on water quality.

Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination
Developing and implementing a plan to detect and eliminate
illicit discharges to the storm sewer system. Activities include
developing a system map and informing communities about

hazards associated with illegal discharges and improper disposal
of waste.

Construction Site Runoff Control
Developing, implementing, and enforcing an erosion and sed-
iment control program for construction activities that disturb

one or more acres of land. Controls could include silt fences and
temporary stormwater detention ponds.

Post-Construction Runoff Control
Developing, implementing, and enforcing a program to address
discharges of post-construction stormwater runoff from new
development and redevelopment areas. Applicable controls
could include preventative actions such as protecting sensitive
areas (e.g., wetlands) or the use of structural best management
practices (BMPs) such as grassed swales or porous pavement.

Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping

Developing and implementing a program with the goal of prevent-

ing or reducing pollutant runoff from municipal operations. The

program must include municipal staff training on pollution pre-

vention measures and techniques, such as regular street sweep-

ing, reduction in the use of pesticides or street salt, or frequent
catch basin cleaning.

“Strong partnerships are vital to any successful storm-
water management program. The working relationships
that have been established through the GLRC provide a
solid foundation upon which communities throughout the
Greater Lansing region have built their programs.”

Ruth Kline-Robach
Outreach Specialist
Michigan State University
Institute of Water Research
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Structure and Finances

The GLRC is supported by the Tri-County Regional Planning Commission (TCRPC), which provides program staff,
administrative, and fiscal support. GLRC members pay annual dues for the services provided. The following commit- category Fiscal Year 2017 % of Expenditures

tees coordinate and complete the work necessary to be in compliance with the permit requirements.

TCRPC Staff/Support Services $96,738 77%
Guides the organization and implementation of the lllicit o
Ilicit Disch Elimi R Discharge Elimination Program (IDEP), mapping guidelines, Annual Report 5350 100%
ICl | r imination ield- ' ‘ . . . .. .
cit Discharge . atio field -samphng protocols, and how the vvgtershed vv|H‘be lllicit Discharge Elimination Plan (IDEP) $300 0%
Program Committee monitored for progress. The IDEP Committee has reviewed
pet waste management, septic tank maintenance issues, Public Education Plan (PEP) S].O 000 60%
IDEP ordinances, and provided staff training. 2
TMDL Committee $300 0%
Makes recommendations regarding the Grand River and Red Website Hosting S400 66%
. . Cedar River E. coli Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) require-
Total MaX|mur!1 Dally Load ment. The committee provides education and updates to Monitoring Support $3,000 0%
Committee GLRC members to assist in the development and implemen-
tation of TMDL programs. Total 111,088

Guides the overall public education, participation, outreach
Public Education Program and involvement process for the stormwater program. This

Committee effortincludes evaluation and assessment of public knowl-
edge and activities.
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Permit Application Update

The five-year MS4 discharge
permit cycle ended in April 2017,
prompting all GLRC members to
reapply for permit coverage with the
Michigan Department of Environ-
mental Quality. Due to a delay at the
state following the previous round of
applications, many members have
only held their current permit since
2015. Rather than requiring mem-
bers to submit a new, full applica-
tion just two years after the MDEQ
approved their stormwater manage-
ment plans, the GLRC was offered an
‘abbreviated permit application” this
past spring. This allowed members
to roll over the bulk of their previous
permit into the new application,
streamlining the process and saving
time for municipalities and regula-
tors.

Itis clear that the GLRC’s positive
relationship with the MDEQ fosters
a common-sense approach to the
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permit requirements and accompli-
shes compliance both in our com-
munities and through the permitting
process.

An E. coli Total Maximum Daily Load
(TMDL) requirement was one new
componet of the application for
many members, however. Routine
testing has shown that E. coli levels
are above the state standard in many
water bodies, including the Grand
and Red Cedar rivers. The TMDL
establishes the allowable level of
pollutants for a water body based on
the relationship between pollution
sources and in-stream water quality
conditions. TMDLs provide a basis
for determining the pollutant re-
ductions necessary from both point
and nonpoint sources to restore and
maintain the quality of water resour-
ces.

Members under E. coli TMDL re-
quirements must identify potential

| www.mywatersheds.org

sources and the Best Management
Practices (BMPs) suited to limit E. coli
levels. Additionally, permittees are
required to develop an implementa-
tion plan outlining how they intend
to “make progress toward achieving
the pollutant load reduction requi-
rement” for each TMDL listed in its
watershed. With assistance from the
GLRC TMDL Committee, members
developed monitoring plans to track
E. colilevels in their MS4 discharge
and in receiving bodies.

TMDL requirements will be in place
once the MDEQ issues the next
rounds of permits. Itis estimated
that applications will be reviewed,
approved and issued by fall or winter
2018. With this estimated schedule,
each member will be required to
submit a Progress Report in April
2019. GLRC staff will provide mu-
nicipalities with a Progress Report
template to submit in anticipation of
the due date.

New GLRC Sta?f

The GLRC welcomed a new coordinator this past March! Cliff
Walls, Environmental Sustainability Planner with the Tri-County
Regional Planning Commission, comes to the GLRC and TCRPC
after five years of working as a field scientist for a Lansing-area
environmental consultant. Cliff has greatly enjoyed his time in
his new role and is impressed with the regional approach the
GLRC brings to water quality and stormwater management.

“The level of engagement and cooperation among members is
inspiring,” said Walls. “As a resident of this region, it's encourag-
ing to see there is a dedicated group of professionals working
together to address water quality issues, and it’s exciting to be
given the opportunity to join the effort.”

Cliff joined the group a month before the MS4 permit applica-
tion deadline and hit the ground running to ensure that GLRC
members were on track. He credits the leadership and helpful-
ness of the Executive Committee and GLRC members for ensur-
ing a smooth transition into the role of coordinator.

FouR
R RESOURCES

New GLRC Coordinator Cliff Walls at the annual Adopt-a-River event in May
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Educating Residents Watershed Wide

~ DeWitt Township Community East Lansing AqL!atic Center
The GLRC utilizes a traveling Showcase Dog Swim
watershed display for local . . September 9th, 2017
workshops, conferences, and Apml l3th, 2017 * P

events. Rod Taylor Cliff Walls

When the display is not in East Lansing Whitehills

use for an event, it circulates Adopt-a-River o® .

throughout the region to |\/|ay 13th 2017 S . : ...‘° Elementary Girl Scouts
GLRC member offices. Look " . gl ' : I Meeting

for it at your local city hall, Allen Bryant & Cliff Walls s : iy

public works, and various ! ' 2 1 1 November Yth’ 2017
locations around the region! Cliff Walls

/

Lake Lansing Property
Owners Association
Annual Meeting
June 1st, 2017
Younes Ishraidi

Delta Township Library A

June 24th-July 5th, 2017 ««. . J.
Frnie West ;:

,

D AR

Delhi Township Vegetable

Gardenhmg Semlnar. . 4 ¥ *... EastLansing Pinecrest
March 21st, 2017 * Elementary STEM Night
Allen Bryant

Novemper16tn, 2017
Clift Walls

.
o
s
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Delhi Township Reuse Rally
May 6th, 2017 -
Allen Bryant

“s. Red Cedar Awareness
September 9th, 2017

e ——
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e

City of Mason Fire Station /
Open House . ....e
October (th, 2017
Sam Bibler

% L T

T

4 'Q.City Of Mason City Hall
January 6th, 2017
Sam Bibler



PEP Up

The GLRC’s Public Education campaign has
gained momentum this year with new promo-
tional items, an interactive display, and a strong
social media presence.

Earlier this summer, the GLRC PEP subcommittee
dedicated funds for “boosting” GLRC Facebook

posts. These paid ads give us the ability to target

Facebook users by geographic area, track how

many people see our campaign, analyze how users

interact with content, and examine performance ﬁ
trends and cost effectiveness. With this, we can

determine which posts are most likely to be suc-

cessful and shape subsequent efforts accordingly.

The data is easily exported, reported, and available

for audits and Progress Reports.

By “boosting” posts, we put our campaign on the ﬁ
screens of people who haven’t actively sought out

the GLRC, and many people have chosen to tune in

for more. Since July, the number of GLRC Facebook

followers has grown by over 320%. All stats show

that we're reaching and interacting with more peo-

ple than ever before (see graphics on right)!

o Greater Lansing Regional Committee for Stormwater
'551_1_-‘_-'-5?1' Management (GLRC)

Published by Girc Coordinato lovember 29 at 5:02pm - &
Missing the beach this time of year? Well, you're closer to one than you
thinkl!

In Michigan, virtually all land eventually drains into the Great Lakes. A
rain drop that becomes runoff in the Lansing area travels through the
Grand River watershed to Lake Michigan, around the "tip of the Mitt",
through Niagara Falls, up the Saint Lawrence River and into the Atlantic
Ocean.

Because of the way we're all connected, what happens in your local
area can affect an entire watersh... See More

= "
'J'::"_ THE GREAT LAKES BASIN
L .

E 653311 people reachel
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GLRC Facebook Stats
since July 2017

401,964 unique views
4,804 «Likes

517 comments

2010 shares

806

New Followers Website Traffic Most “Liked”

490 more Social media A post about
people follow drives trafficto stormwater
the GLRC Fa- the GLRCweb management
cebook page, page.One post was “liked”
anincrease of directed over over 800

over 320%. 1,400 visitors! times.

From our followers:

This was an interesting graphic! | have to say, | don't know

[
'K' much about storm drainage, but | really love the well thought out

responses from the GLRC page. Interesting to see how the water movesl
Like - Reply - Message - @) 2 - December 1 at %:42pm

Greater Lansing Regicnal Committee for
Stormwater Management (GLRC) what a wonderful, detailed,
well-written response, gosh. I'm so glad you actually genuinely
address people’s concerns and post relevant tips and resources
instead of posting pre-made responses like so many other pages
do. Rock on!

Website Upgrades

517.393.0342 Gontact

Stormwater Basics What's 2 Watershed? Events/Recreation Resources About

Everyone in the world lives in a2 watershed

Think of a watershed like a funnel. it you place a drop of water anywhere in the funnel, it will fall out through the spout. A watershed works
much the same way, and is the land and drainage area where water runs downhill into a body of water. Hills, mountains, and sloping topography

separate watersheds and act like the walls of the funnel, and the rivers, streams, and stormwater drains represent the spout that concentrates the water flowing
over the land, channeling it elsewhere.

Pieture a drop of water falling on a hill, miles from the nearest stream. When the rain falls, some of the water soaks into the soil and some evaporates into the air.
Everything else runs off the land, That water joins small streams and wetlands that drain into lakes and rivers, and eventually flows to the ocean. This is how
trash, chemicals or bacteria miles from a water body can still end up in our rivers and lakes, and it's why we all need to understand how our actions impact things
downstream!

A change in the watershed affects our lives, and a change that we make in the landscape
affects the watershed. It's all connected. Nature’s changes can be as guiet as branches
building up behind a fallen log and changing the path of a stream, or they can be as
dramatic as a springtime flood. Our actions, too, can be subtie or very dramatic, but they all
affect someone or something. When we cut forests, clear land, lay concrete, and build
houses and towns we cause changes in the watershed. Those changes mean the water
cycle works differently.

When rain striking the ground has fewer places to soak in gradually, runoff is faster and
more viokent, causing erosion and flooding. Water quality deteriorates as water drains from
farms and cities carying pesticides, animal waste, oil and heavy metals into our
groundwater, streams, and eventually, the Great Lakes.

The more you know about our watershed, the more you can do to protect it. Which one do
you five in?

Find my watershed

In May, the GLRC revamped its www.MyWatersheds.org website. Video content, colorful infographics, and stormwater
news articles were added, resulting in a kid-friendly and educational resource for the public.

The redesigned website also benefits our members! GLRC templates, permit forms, and general municipal guidance doc-
uments are easier to locate and access, and the newsletters and an event calendar keep members, their boards, and the
public knowledgeable about the GLRC” ongoing initiatives.

The website was designed in-house by the GLRC staff and moved to a new host, saving the committee roughly $300 a year
in hosting costs and $5,000 in design and implementation fees. The switch provides the GLRC with greater control of the
website, allowing for instantaneous content and design updates.
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May 13th, 2017

Adopt-a-River

Spoke with familes about the GLRC, watershed
stewardship, and the importance of stormwater
management.

Over 500 people attended.

August 14th, 2017

Lansing Exchange Club

Presented to local chapter of a national civic club.
Discussed the history, function, and accomplish-

ments of the GLRC and the importance of stormwa-

ter mangement.
25 people attended.

November 7th, 2017
Girl Scouts
Presented the Enviroscapes Watershed Model to a

group of 3rd Grade Brownie Girl Scouts to teach wa-

tershed dynamics and stormwater management.
Prior to interacting with the model, the scouts
went outside to identify storm drains and pollution
sources.

10 Scouts attended.
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Public Presentations

June 23rd, 2017

HOMTV Interview

Discussed stormwater management and green
infrastructure with local public access TV channel
HOMTV.

Segment aired on televison and HOMTV so-
cial media outlets.

September 9th, 2017

East Lansing Aquatic Center Dog Swim
Spoke with event-goers at the 2nd annual Dog
Swim event. Over 60 people signed up for the
GLRC newsletter mailing list and signed a pledge
to pick up pet waste.

297 dogs (and even more people) attended.

November 15th, 2017

Pinecrest Elementary STEM Night
Assisted MDEQ in presenting Watershed Model at
an elementary school science expo.

Over 150 people attended. Many promo-
tional items were handed out.

“The GLRC is our stormwater consultant and costs a lot less than a private
firm. The uniformity in work products from community to community helps
significantly when dealing with developers who work in several communi-
ties. GLRC has a better sense of what is required and keeps the communities
on par with each other.’

Bob Scheuerman
Assistant Engineering Administrator
City of East Lansing
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R_ed Cedar Awarenss

For years, the Red Cedar River’s
reputation as a polluted river has
discouraged recreation and stewards-
hip among students living on Mi-
chigan State’s campus despite the
great progress that has been made in
restoring the river’s water quality. This
poor perception feeds further abuse.
“It’'s already full of litter, what does
another empty bottle hurt?”

This mindset was on display in
autumn of 2016, when two paddlers
came across hundreds of bottles and
many bags of trash in the river near
campus.

In response, local environmental
groups, businesses, and municipa-
lities began to meet to address the
litter problem, focusing on changing
the river’s reputation through an ini-
tiative called “Red Cedar Awareness.”
Composed of representatives from
the GLRC, River Town Adventures,
Mid-MEAC, MGROW, Ingham Conser-
vation District, MSU, and the City of
East Lansing, the group determined
that if residents and visitors knew
how far the river had come from it’s
polluted past, they may come to res-
pect the river as a viable recreational

The Red Cedar in the 1960s. Nutrient pollution led to algal growth.

TS sinis

and environmental resource worthy
of protection. The Red Cedar’s poor
reputation was once well deserved,
but Red Cedar Awareness sought to
educate citizens on the gains made in
the decades following the Clean Wa-
ter Act and inspire them to maintain
that momentum.

To do this, a canvasing event was
planned along the river during a 2017
Spartan football game. The high

foot traffic of residents and visitors
provided a great platform to discuss
the current state of the river and the
individual actions citizens can take to
improve water quality on campus and
elsewhere.

With financial and staff support from
the Greater Lansing Regional Commi-
ttee for Stormwater Management, as
well as informational handouts from
the GLRC’s ongoing public education
campaign, Red Cedar Awareness
equipped students and other volun-
teers to discuss river and stormwater
stewardship with the many tailgaters
enjoying game day.

Signs were posted along the riverside
footpaths that offered passersbys tips
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The same location today.

on limiting their impact on stormwa-
ter runoff. Volunteers also sparked
conversations with people in the tail-
gating areas. In exchange for signing
a river stewardship pledge, signato-
ries received either a green and white
“Pollution Isn’t Pretty” bracelet or a
Red Cedar Awareness magnet that
listed household actions they could
take to improve water quality. The
“take home” half of the pledge inclu-
ded more tips, as well as a copy of the
Spartan fight song.

Many interested citizens also signed
up to receive newsletters from the
individual Red Cedar Awareness orga-
nizations and will now be kept in the
loop on future GLRC projects.

After successfully reaching hundreds
of campus residents and visitors, the
group hopes to pass the reigns on to
a student organization. The percep-
tion problem is rooted in campus life,
and students themselves will be most
effective in changing it.

Special thanks to GLRC member’s

for their support of this important
project!

Watershed Model Now Availabl_e

The GLRC has purchased an
Enviroscapes Watershed/
Nonpoint Source Pollution Mo-
del. All members are encoura-
ged to incorporate it into their
next community event!

An Enviroscapes Watershed/
Nonpoint Source Pollution Model is
now available for all members! This
hands-on, interactive display allows
us to demostrate the sources and
effects of stormwater pollution and
how to prevent them.

Powdered drink mix and sprinkles
represent fertilizers, pet waste, and
fluids from leaking cars. Users mimic
rainfall with a spray bottle and watch
as the “pollution” is carried through
the watershed to a pond, lake, river,
bay, or ocean- then learn the best
management practices to prevent
this type of pollution from occuring.

Though itis designed for kids, it can
effectively communicate watershed
concepts to all ages. Instructional
videos are available at www.enviros-
capes.com and YouTube.

GLRC Coordinator Cliff Walls debuting the Watershed Model with
the Whitehills Elementary 3rd Grade Brownie Girl Scouts!

All members are encouraged to in-
corporate the Watershed Model into
their planned displays and events.
Please contact the GLRC Coordinator
Cliff Walls at cwalls@mitcrpc.org for
ideas, questions, or to reserve the
unit.
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“Swag” and Handouts

The GLRC has developed two new promotional “swag” items for public outreach and educational purposes. Pet
waste bag dispensers and rain garden informational cards now join our selection of stickers, brochures, and branded
reusable shopping bags that help bring our message home after a presentation or event. Check out our calendar on

MyWatersheds.org to see where you can find them next!

GREATER LANSING
REGIOMAL COMMITTEE
FOR STORMWATER MANAGEMENT
www.mywatersheds.org
- . IN THE BAG
NOT THE RIVER

The GLRC-branded pet waste bag
dispensers have been popular at events
and are a great way to educate the
public on why proper pet waste disposal
is important while also equipping them
with the tools to adopt the practice. This
is an especially important public edu-
cation tool in light of the recent E. coli
TMDL requirments. Dog waste is a major
source of E. coli water pollution, and for
many members, educating the public
on proper pet waste disposal will be the
most important practice necessary to
achieve TMDL compliance. The dispen-

Citizens Guide to Water Quality

Wetlands: An Overview

Mo matter where you ue, you Hue
ina watzrshed. Awateiched ic the
land area that drains to 3 single
body of watar such as a lake or
mver. ‘Watersheds coms in many
different szas. A few acres might
drain into a small stream or
wetland, or 3 few nvers might
drainintoa large lake The actions
af people who live in a watershed
affect the health of the waters
that run through it Rainfall and
snowmelt  wazh  chemicals,
fertilizers, sediment, and octher
pollutants from the land into
weter bodies To achisve heatthy

wetersheds we nesd your help!

The greater Lansing area falls
within  tha Grand River
Watershed, where water
eventually drains  into  Lake
Michigan. The wrbanzed area

around the City of Lansing lies
within a portion of the Upper
Grand River Watershed which <an
be broken into three smaller
warershed areas. If you live in the
area, you live m the Grand River
Watershed, the Looking Glass
River Watershed, orthe Red Cedar
River Watershed.

Rivers and streams do not
recognize political boundaries. It
i£ important that the public and
local governm ents work togather
to protect our water resources for
current and future generations.
Twenty of the communities that
Fall within our local watersheds ars
participating I the Greater
Lansing Reglonal Committee for
Stormwater Management
(GLRC), @ cooperative effort that
seeks to pddress water quality in
our lakes, nvers, strcams. and
wetlands. You can help protect

Water Qualify: A
Citizen's Guide

GREATER LANSING
REGIONAL COMM. E El

o waater by following the top ten
things we mn do to potect our
watersheds

1. Always conserve and reuse
water wisely.

2. Soll test before you apply
fertlizers. Use low or no-
phosphorus fertilizers.

3 Use notwe wegetation and
reduce turf grass by increasing
native wildflowers and
grosses

4 Capture and reuse reinwat=r
to conbral starmwater runcff

5 Dispase of pet waste praperly
in the trashor toilst (notansite
septic systems).

WATER QUALITY: & OTIZEN'S GUIDE

QUTER MIFFLE

 THECEZDRE  RIPARIAN ELFFEE

Water Quality: A
Citizen's Guide

N7

| srxesveipe | sixeay [BREATER LANSING

Protecting the Water's Edge

The way we take care of the land
has a huge impact on water
quality. Ac landowners and
citizens it is important that we
take care of the land immediately
surrounding the river in a way that
Is benefidal to the river and the
wildlife that depend on it

Riparian zones are amems of
vegetation between the river and
the surrounding land use, wsually a
lzwn or field. Riparian zones have
the capacity to buffer rivers and
other waters from polluted runoff
from agncuftural, urban,
residential or other land uses
Healthy riparian zones can absorb
sediments, chemical nutriznts,
and other substances contained in
polluted runoff. They alsa provide
for groundwater recharge, d verse
habrtats and water storage and

relesse A heslthy, functioning
riparian  area  and ascodated
uplands  dramatically increase
bensfits such as fish and wildlife
habitat, erosion control, forage,
late season stream flow and water
guality.

What Can YOU Do ko Protect the
Weter Edge?

By creating a healthy riparianzone
on your property, you can help
improve water quality.

» Reduca Turf Grass - Shoreline
and stream bank property
planted with turf gracs is really
an unnatural landscape. While
turf grasses slow runoff, their
roct systems are too shallow
to stabllize stream banks or
shorelines

REGIONAL COMMITTEE

* Don't Mow to the Waters
Edge - Lowns mowed to the
water's edge will do little to
controd shoreline erosion. In
fact. remaning native
vegetetion and replacing it
with burf grass usvally results
in sccelerated stream bank
and shoreline ercsion  that
degrades water quality. A
buffer between ag-2¢ fest i
wsually suitable, the more the
better

# Plant Native Michigan Plants
Native Michigan plants
actually help improve water
quality, and they'r= an
ottractive alternative to turf
grass. Mative plants generally
have deeper mots  which
absorb runoff and break down
poftutants that wwioarld

ser can be refilled with bags too!

The GLRC has taken some of our existing educational materials, reformatted them, and created a series of articles
. = - _ titled “Water Quality: A Citizen’s Guide.” The guide informs the public of how their actions can impact surface water

CGIAdENS. A Beaulitul ow-Cost quality locally and “downstream.” Information on illicit discharge reporting, watershed stewardship, and proper pet
waste disposal are examples of important stormwater topics covered, and each is a required Public Education Pro-
gram topic under the MS4 permit.

A rain garden is a planted depression in the landscape that cellects water
# roof downspouts, driveway runoff or sump pump discharges and allows it -
~{o soak into the ground rather than enter the storm sewer system.
h e
When rain ronoff is piped to a river through a storm sewer, it can carmry harmiul -
poliutants and sediment with it while contributing jo channe! erosion. .
; Cmmdlnumgmﬂhm@pmmmm.

These informational cards detail the
benefits of rain gardens and direct the
public to www.MyWatersheds.org for
more information. The paper is embe-

To satisfy PEP obligations, GLRC members are encouraged to include the articles on their website, have printed copies
available for pick-up in their lobbies, and post them on social media channels. To further assist members, the GLRC
has developed a suggested timeline for when to post about each topic. For example, information on septic system

: : X £ maintenance is best suited for the fall months, and proper yard fertilizing is most relevant during spring.
Planted with native grasses and flowering perennials, rain gardens are ocost. = . )
= effective, low maintenance and beautiful way to reduce and filter runoff from ] dded with native Black-Eyed Susan
* your property. Create butterlly habitat, prevent flooding and make your lawn :
Syl il v v B ?ee.(ist. JbLiSt pl?nt,add water, and wait
h ’ or it to bloom!

Visit the “For Homeowners” page of MyWatersheds.org to access digital copies of the articles and for more helpful tips!

- Fgrmmﬂon}lqﬂon.'“@ﬁ)'w@ﬂﬁeﬁso‘ﬂ Vol =T

e e —— —

_ This card is prinfed on planfable seed paper embedded with nafive
- im-w-m ﬂuc.iﬂ:cuﬂumullhlw!tdul..ﬂw
 thoroughly and watch it bloom! =’ ' o l'

e S L

FOR SIDGMFTER L/ ettt oot
.
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Picking up after your pet isn’t just
polite, it protects the environment!

Pet Owner Outreach

10 million tons of dog waste are produced every year in the
United States alone, and just one gram can contain as many as
23 million fecal coliform bacteria. (CDC, US EPA)

Properly disposing of pet waste is one of the easiest ways citizens can help maintain and improve our region’s surface
water quality. The GLRC took an active role in promoting this practice to the general public this year through social
media and new printed materials, including the doggy bags and an educational flyer (right).

The new flyer describes the negative impacts of dog waste on our watershed, and it encourages owners to pick up
after their pet when they visit local parks. It also includes a list of dog-friendly parks in the tri-county area for citizens’
personal use. The flyer can be posted at parks and trails across the region and will be used for outreach and educa-
tional purposes at future GLRC events.

Dog waste is a major contributor to stormwater pollution.
Dog waste that isn’t picked up is carried into rivers, streams and
drains by stormwater runoff, contaminating our water resources.

The Tri-County Area has

. =
many Dog Friendly Parks! : :
By including both educational and practical components in the flyer’s content, we are hoping it can be used as a y All runoff in the Grand River watershed (below) eventually
. . . makes its way into the Grand River and Lake Michigan. It doesn’t
resource for parks and water quality advocates that are looking to reach an untapped target audience. Any pet owner matter if your dog lives miles from a stream or river; its waste can
who views it and is interested in the dog-friendly park inventory list, learns about stormwater pollution and water- Visit them responsibly: 7’2{ impact water quality close to home and further downstream.
sheds inadvertently! Off-Leash

Soldan Dog Park

The poster also complements the Pollution Isn’t Pretty campaign signs (below) that are placed throughout the re- 1601 E Cavanaugh Rd, Lansing, M

gion’s parks, trails, and non-motorized system. Northern Tail Dog Park
6400 Abbot Rd, East Lansing, MI
On-Leash

Lake Lansing Park North
6260 E Lake Drive, Haslett

Sleepy Hollow State Park
7835 E Price Road, Laingsburg

é
i Lansing River Trail
Pet waste on the 300 N Grand Avenue, Lansing
ground means -]

E.coli in our

Woldumar Nature Center

5739 0ld Lansing Road, Lansing Thornapple Rge

Lg
i Michigan

Burchfield Park
881 Grovenburg, Holt, Mi

Crandell Park VAN B
3425 E Clinton Trail, Charlotte, Ml

[ |
Clean u 0] after _ ] Grand River watershed
Fitzgerald Park [71 Grand River sub-watershed

yﬂu I pu p - 133 Fitzgerald Park Dr, Grand Ledge, Ml [ Sub-watersheds of Grand River tributaries

Lincoln Brick Park CASS BRANCH HILLSDALE ENAWEE
13991 Tallman Rd, Grand Ledge, Mi

Paul Henry-Thornapple Trail ‘f - ’
Mason Road Trail Head, Vermontville, Mi \ /
Motz County Park I
4630 N Dewitt Road, St. Johns, Mi GREATER LANSING
REGIONAL COMMITTEE Learn more at

Sl . — ’ www.MyWatersheds.org

& pollutionisntpretty.org 8 L

Contact your local parks department for others!
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GLRC Plans for 2018

Administer the 2018 Greater Lansing Regional Water Quality Survey

Continue to conduct public education throughout the watershed

Prepare for MS4 permit issuance in late 2018

Hold member staff training events for Post-Construction Control and IDEP
Conduct workshop for members’ communications teams to boost PEP compliance
Continue to collaborate with regional partners

Debut and rotate new GLRC informational display at each members’ office throughout the year

Refresh guidance documents and GLRC forms

21| GLRC 2017 Annual Report | www.mywatersheds.org

EGIONAL con'r

R STORM WATER MANAGEMENT

www.MyWatersheds.org

“At the request of the DEQ, the GLRC successfully piloted a new MS4 permitting
approach. The GLRC framework of engaged membership focused on regional
collaboration was used by the DEQ to guide development of the new MS4 per-

mitting approach. The GLRC continues to be an example of a successful model
for collaborative stormwater management by maximizing financial resources,
delivering consistent messaging across the watershed, and developing regional
stormwater control standards.”

Christe Alwin
Statewide MS4 Program Coordinator
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality
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Stay Connected.

Follow the GLRC and TCRPC online for updates on regional planning and stormwater management!

@GLRC4Stormwater
@TriCountyPlanning

@GLRC4Stormwater
@MI_TCRPC

GREATER LANSING

REGIONAL COMMITTEE
FOR STORM WATER MANAGEMENT

www.mywatersheds.org





